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ESSAY

In 1,000-1,200 words, analyze the work of art you’ve selected and its relationship to U.S. history. Your essay should cover the following:

1. What message or interpretation about American identity/history might a visitor take away from this work of art? How does it convey it? Is it through the person/event/object depicted? The artist's biography? Something else? Be specific.
2. Provide historical context for the work of art and its message about American identity/history. What additional information would help a visitor to the MFA better understand this work of art and its message? Incorporate specific examples from class lectures/readings and outside research.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Situate the work of art within the MFA's Art of the Americas wing. What gallery/exhibit is it part of and what other kinds of art and artists are nearby? Is it shown prominently or in a side room? What kinds of people, events, or artists do you see and what is missing? How does this surrounding context connect to your piece of art's message about American identity/history?
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